
Dear Hey (5th-grade) Parents, 

Important information: please read the following letter in its entirety. 

Your child’s class is embarking on an exciting project, the Living Museum! Through the study of 

personal Jewish artifacts, students will learn about the history of their families and about 

Jewish history. As part of this project, we will visit the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, our local 

museum, on Sunday, Dec. 15. We are asking all our Hey students, including Hey 3 (Tues/Thurs), 

to attend on that Sunday. Hey 3 students will be excused from class on Tuesday, December 

17th, to enable them to join us.  

Click on this link for the permission slip. Parent chaperones are welcome! 

● At the museum, students will learn what goes into creating a museum and what 

constitutes a “treasure.” 

● The next step, with your help, is to put together their own Living Museum Exhibition in 

the Sabes JCC Tychman Gallery, March 1-5. 

● You are invited to attend the Living Museum on Sunday, March 1, for our Grand 

Opening. You may RSVP here. 

We need your assistance to complete this project. You can help your child by speaking about 

some of the Jewish family heirlooms and old photographs that you and your relatives may have. 

Please explain why these heirlooms are important to you. 

This will provide you with a fascinating opportunity to speak with your child about your family. 

We strongly encourage you to include other, older relatives in the discussion when possible. 

Grandparents and great-aunts and uncles are often treasure troves of stories that might 

otherwise get lost. Once they begin talking, you may want to record some of their words for 

future generations. 

If you don’t have any heirlooms, we ask that you discuss any Jewish objects which have 

meaning to your family. They can be connected to Jewish rituals and observances or to 

holidays.  

You will now be ready to help your child choose one special object for research and display at 

the Living Museum. This doesn’t have to be the most valuable heirloom that you have. Artifacts 

passed down from generation to generation help us to tell the story of our Jewish heritage, 

which we define in the widest possible sense. Some heirlooms will tell about religious life; 

others will tell about the immigrant experience, the Holocaust, lifecycle events and more. They 

will tell the story of the Jewish people, not only as a religion but also as a community. 

https://www.talmudtorahmpls.org/mia
https://www.talmudtorahmpls.org/events/hey-5th-grade-living-museum-grand-opening


The major themes for our Living Museum will be Jewish Life Cycle and Jewish holidays. Once 

you have selected your artifact we ask that you help your child research it. What questions 

would you ask? Where would your child find the best answers? Who is the best person to 

interview? 

Please click here to complete the online artifact label form. 

We ask that your child bring their artifact to Talmud Torah no later than January 30th. Your 

child will present their artifact to the class when they bring it. 

It would be great if the artifact could be brought in a box. Please do not send anything which is 

especially fragile. All artifacts will be stored in a locked cabinet until our exhibit. Locked cases 

will be available for our exhibit upon request. 

You will receive an email invitation for our Sunday, March 1st, Grand Opening event. Please 

share the email with family members. This is an exciting occasion and an ideal opportunity for 

you to share more stories and learn more about your family’s place in Jewish history. 

We are so excited about the opportunity to participate in this project. It is an ideal way for 

students and parents to work together on something especially meaningful. 

 

If you have any questions, feel to contact us: 

mbaumgarten@talmudtorahmpls.org & schalom@talmudtorahmpls.org 

L’hitraot, 

Mary Baumgarten and Susie Chalom 
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